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Scholar 2010-2011

During the 2010-11 academic year, on sabbatical 
leave from Tel Aviv University, my home institution 
in Israel, I had the pleasure and the privilege of 
being the Modern Israel Professor at the Center 
for Judaic Studies at the University of Arizona. I 
came away with the sense that it had been a very 
productive year highlighting the importance of a 
visiting professor from Israel teaching courses on 
modern Israel at the U of A.  

Having taught some two hundred students during 
the year, it was clear that the presence of a professor 
from Israel offered a meaningful expansion of the 
perspectives on the Middle East that were available 
to students and faculty on campus. Cooperation 
with other related departments was excellent and 
thanks to Ann Betteridge, the late Mike Bonine, 
Aomar Boum and Leila Hudson, I was also invited 
to take part in various panel discussions and lectures 
on current affairs in the Middle East that were held 
under the auspices of the Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies and the Department for Middle Eastern and 
North African Studies.

Ed Wright, the Director of the Center for Judaic 
Studies, and Beth Alpert Nakhai, the Acting Director, 
both super colleagues and friends, were responsible 
for making everything fall into place so well, aided 
by their ever so capable administrative assistants, 
Martha Castleberry and Jeanne Davenport. Above 
all, we owe a special word of gratitude to Alice and 
Paul Baker without whose wonderful generosity and 
friendship none of this would have been possible. 

The year in Tucson was a truly unforgettable one for 
my wife, Miriam, and I. It was spent in a wonderful 
town with a most appealing lifestyle and even more 
pleasant and amiable colleagues and friends in the 
university and the community at large. Perhaps, 
one day, we will have the good fortune to repeat this 
extraordinarily rewarding experience.

Asher Susser Shlomo Aronson, The 
Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Visiting 
Professor in Modern Israel Studies 
from 2007-2009 and his wife Irit 
have gathered all their experiences, 
impressions, tales and pictures that 
they e-mailed to their friends and 
family during their three-year stay 
in Tucson and put them into a book, 
Tales of the Red Desert and Beyond.  
“Starting with the glorious landscape 
of the red desert, we collected human 
stories among members of Tucson’s 
Jewish community, not a few among 
them Holocaust survivors, and 
learned the history of the Arizona 
territory.”  
Shlomo has always been fascinated 
with the West and took every 
opportunity to travel to historic sites 
in and around Arizona. “I learned 
about Cochise as a child watching the 
movie ‘The Broken Arrow,’ and one 
of the reasons for us to choose Tucson 
was my interest in the reality behind 
our beloved movies.” Together they 
followed the trail of Cochise from Ft. 
Bowie all the way to the NM state 
line.  
Shlomo and Irit immersed themselves 
in the personal histories of pioneering 
Jews in the West and Southwest, like 
the Guggenheims, Hellmans and 
Sutros, who created the mining and 
banking industry throughout the 
West.
The Aronsons are still traveling and 
hope to return to Tucson soon where, 
as Shlomo says, “the hospitality, the 
genuine friendship, and the warm 
support enjoyed by us by Tucson and 
The University of Arizona made our 
stay a time to remember.”

TALES OF THE 
RED DESERT 
AND BEYOND

Shlomo Aronson




