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An important part of planning for the future involves 
reflecting upon the past. Such reflection reveals where 
you have succeeded, where you need to improve, 
and where you should be headed. This past summer 
the Center completed a year long, state-mandated 

assessment that is officially known as an “Academic Program 
Review.” This review takes place every sixth year and is conducted 
by a panel consisting of scholars from our peer institutions, faculty 
representatives from other UA departments, and representatives from 
our community and alumni. These people assessed our 100-page 
self-report, interviewed our faculty, staff, and students, and wrote a 
detailed, final report on their findings. That report was presented to 
the Provost and the Arizona Board of Regents. Frankly, this is a time 
and labor-intensive review, but we approached it as an opportunity 
to assess where the Center is today and to plan the direction it should 
take over the next six years. 
I am pleased to say that the APR Committee’s final assessment was 
enthusiastically positive. It is clear to me that the praise heaped on 
the Center is due to two factors: the diligent work of our faculty 
and staff, and the generous support of our nationwide cadre of 
donors. Despite the financial challenges faced by all units within the 
University, the Center not only increased student enrollments during 
the review period, but it also proved to be one of the most efficient 
and productive teaching units in our college. Our faculty continued 
their record of scholarly success and leadership, as evidenced by 
their publications, invitations to present their research, and their 
appointment or election to leadership positions within the Academy. 
Their success as educators and mentors was made abundantly clear by 
the students who reported that Judaic Studies faculty have given them 
informative, even life-changing classroom experiences, and that Judaic 
Studies staff have provided them with personalized attention to their 
administrative needs. 
This record of success was made possible to a large extent by private 
contributions from people like you. Private donations fund our 
lecture series, student scholarships, and visiting professorships, 
which together combine to enhance Judaic Studies’ reputation locally, 
nationally, and internationally. Private donations also enable our 
students to travel to Israel for study programs and support some 
of our basic operations. As you will already know, I treasure the 
constructive relationship we have with our supporters locally and 
nationwide, and I know that it is our public-private partnership that 
makes our documented record of success possible. 
Looking forward I have to say that the road ahead offers even greater 
opportunities. I hope that you will enjoy reading of our successes, 
and I also that hope you will consider making a contribution to Judaic 
Studies. With your help The Arizona Center for Judaic Studies will 
continue to grow as one of the nation’s leading programs. Our faculty 
members will continue to enlighten and inspire, and our various 
programs, lectures, and symposia will continue to enrich the lives of 
our students and community LaDorot, “for the generations.” 
Appreciatively as always,

J. Edward Wright, Director

On the Cover: The UA Campus (photo by 
Jeanne Davenport). From top to bottom: 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The Arizona Center for Judaic 
Studies’ mission is to contribute 
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cultural traditions for the benefit of 
present and future generations.
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