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During a ten-year-long project of researching the labor migrant community in South Tel-Aviv. 
Zubida researched the accommodation of labor migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers in 
Israel. The patterns of their accommodation resulted in social conflict, economic competition 
and spatial dislocation between newcomers and ‘indigenous’ populations. The confluence of 
these populations, on the one hand, brought new cultural fusions, economic advantages (which 
are sometimes exploitations or the result of exploitation), and on the other, ‘neighborhood 
renewal’ or gentrification. 

Hani Zubida is currently a senior lecturer and the Chair of the political science department at 
the Max Stern Yzreel Valley College. He is also a well-known media personality in Israel, he 
anchors and commentates in various television and radio shows both in Hebrew and English. 
He has specialized in the following fields of knowledge and research: Immigration, Labor 
Migration, Identity and General Identity, Borders and Social Borders, Israel’s Electoral Sys-
tem, Social-Mobility in Israel Society, Israel Democracy, and its’ socio-economic and political 
realms. 
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The Sally & Ralph Duchin Campus Lecture Series is made possible by the generous support of Sally and Ralph Duchin.

Invisible 
Borders
in Israel:

How are State & City  
Authorities Using Migrants
to Gentrify South Tel Aviv?
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