
Monday, November 26, 2018   |   4 pm   |   U of A Hillel 
1245 E. 2nd St.   |   Free & Open to the Public

For more information call (520) 626-5758 or visit us at us at www.judaic.arizona.edu 

The Sally & Ralph Duchin Campus Lecture Series

The rise of the State of Israel has seen a transformation in the way that many Jews in the Diaspora 
regard their identity as Jews and as citizens of their respective countries. Yet the content of Jewish 
identity, and the opinions and behaviors that follow from that content, have varied, sometimes dra-
matically, according to context. 

Graizbord will identify and explain some key differences in Jewish (self-)perception and behavior re-
lating to Israel in the United States, versus the same phenomena in other places in the Jewish Diaspora. 
Specifically, the talk will examine how American Jews tend to relate to Israel and how that informs 
their self-concepts. The talk will then draw a comparison and contrast with the ways in which Jews in 
Latin America and Europe regard themselves in relation to the Jewish nation-state. Then, the talk will 
show how the key to explaining the contrasts lies in history. 

Prof. David Graizbord is the Associate Director of the Arizona Center for Judaic Studies. A 
historian of early modern and modern Jews, recently he has recently begun to research Jew-
ish ethnic identity and Zionism among American Jews. Graizbord serves as Program Leader 
of the UofA’s faculty-led Summer Study Abroad Program, “Arizona in Israel.” 
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