JUS/RELI 332

FULLY ONLINE, 7 weeks, Oct 12 - Dec 6
Fall 2023

FACING THE DEADLIEST RACISM:
Jewish Response to the Holocaust

The murder of close to six million Jews by Nazi Germany
and its accomplices during World War If stands as the
outmost horrifying testament to humanity’s inhumanity.
The events which would later become known as the
Holocaust continue to cast a shadow over today's world.
This course focuses more on how Jews lived than how they
died. The diverse spectrum of Jewish responses to the
Holocaust is the main topic of this class. Students will
become familiar with different forms of collaboration and
resistance among European Jews. We will also reflect on FOR k&
what Italian Jewish Holocaust survivor and author, Primo 7.4 £ EHUMANITY'S
Levi, termed “The Gray Zone" Levi argued that among the 7

victims in the ghettos and death camps were people who
collaborated with their oppressors to varying degrees. Yet Eﬁmm&'ﬁl{

he also cautioned against judging individuals who found 2%
themselves in a hellish environment. Many of those CDHOHY;’; g}iﬁs &y $
life-or-death moral cilemmas exemplify the difficulty in =

passing judgment

In addition, the course explores the responses of Jews who

lived elsewhere, away from Nazi rule: American Jews and

Jews in the British-ruled Land of Israel/Palestine faced less  Fo=ieiet
deadly forms of antisemitism, yet had to cope with
different challenges, including attempts to rescue Jews
from Nazi-occupied Europe. This class will also examine
literary and theological attempts to wrestle with the horror
during the Holocaust and its immediate aftermath.

Note: This course has asynchronous meeting times; there
are no set class meetings.
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Instructor: Professor Gil Ribak
Email: gribak@arizona.edu
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